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INTRODUCTION

Personal identification of an unknown deceased individual is crucial in our society for boih legal and humanitarian reasons. Thug, human skeletal collectitns are an impartant source of information for physical
anthropologists to establish and develop rigorous methods to obtain reliable data from the individual under study. There are some dental and- ostaclogical reference samples (Dayai et al., 2008; Voisin et al.,
2012), but due to the currently low early mortality rate; none of these contain large number of infants and young children from the 21st century.

Due to their hardness, teeth are commonly the best-preserved skelstal remain's in rialu?al conditions (burials) as well as in fatalities (accidenits, armed conflicts, violent crimes) or natural disasters (earth
quakes, floods). Each individual possesses unique dental characteristics that may be used fo réwvw useful mfnrrnatm for both anmmpologlcat and palecanthropological fields ie.g., age, sex, stress events,
diet) relevant for individual identification (Krishan et al., 2015; Mamn Francasej{al } 4)

Since most of the time the deciduous teeth are disregarded, the main ‘purpose of this projet‘{ was to create a large. reference collection that could be used by scientists from:several disciplines such as
archaeology, forensic anthropology, dental and oral medicine and palaoanmmao[ogkaal studies. among others, to obtain relevant information (Martinez de Pinillos et al,, 2021). This communication aims to
make the research community aware of the existence and availability of this deciduous dental ¢ lﬁu:hon fipused af the: Centro Macional de Investigacion scbre la Evolucion Humana (National Research
Center on Human Evolution, CENIEH) in Burgos, Spain, of identified children that were bo

HISTORY OF THE COLLECTION

Attending to the need of complete our knowledge about immature: Mthﬁ the WMWV@WP fEAB) of CE EH l'alksd with the head of the Scientific Culture and Innovation Department of this
institution to organize & campaign to collect decidupus teeth. U.ur mg!! goal | to: referance: ‘ol decidious-teeth mr comparative studies that could be used by scientists
from different fields, but also invelve the community in thi ’ EH lations during the European Researches' Night, where 498 teeth
were collected in three hours. Between 2015 and 2017, an | ish Regional Communities (Andalucia, Asturias, Baleares.
Canlabria, Catalufia, E)_:l_rema:_iul_’_a Galicia and M rreﬁ_'ll situation of the pandamn_c we have continued
with the campaign with all security measurements. ' '
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Figure 1. Total number of donors and téeth pier year collected between 2014 and 20 RESULTS

- = - ~Although the sample is still growing, from the first collection campaign
RATON PEREZ COLLECTION (2014-2020) in 2014 to date it comprises 25977 tosth of childrar whose ages of footh

foss.are between 2 and 15 years (Figure 1). Each tooth is assoclated
with basic :rrfomatron of the individuals and their parents and
grandpamrﬂs (sex. date and place of birth, ancestry, counfry of
residence), as well as important data about early life history (pregnancy
duration, breastwfeed:ng bottle-feeding) and other relevant information
provided by the donors (such as if they ara twins, dental loss or dental
axtraction).

Al present, from the owerall collection we have processed 2157
daciduous festh (Table 1) from 1160 Spanish children and 9 children
from France, India, China, Russia, Dominican Republic, Netherands,
Australia and Mexico. The individuals are of both sexes: the male
sample is represented by a 46.36% (n=1000) and the female by a
43.58% (n=940), with 10.06% (n=217) indeterminate which correspond
to donors that did not provide such information as teeth belonging to
different individuals were mixed in the same bag.

CONCLUSIONS

Due to the scarcity of deciduous teeth, most of these studies were
performed with permanent ones. Therefore, this collection will expand
the scope of the studies as it represents an unprecedented source of
information. In particular, the Rafton Pérez collection represenis a
frighty valuable sample for a wids range of disciplines such as forensic,
dental and anthropological fields among others.
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